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Willkommen

zur Miirz-2003-Ausgabe von 's Conniff. Es
ist allerdings nicht die erste Ausgabe, die
ich in diesem Jahre fertiggestellt habe. Im
Augenblick wird eine Spezialausgabe
gedruckt, die viele nach Rays Tod erschie-
nene Artikel enthidlt. Das Hamburger
Abendblatt ist ebenso dabei wie auch
Zeitungen aus Lateinamerika. Des Weite-
ren enthilt die Ausgabe mit dem Titel ,, s
Always Conniff* Tamaras Grabrede und
die von Sidnger David Theriault. Neben
vielen Kondolenzbriefen aus aller Welt
beinhaltet die Gedenkausgabe auch das
meines Wissens letzte Foto von Ray,
welches zu seinen Lebzeiten in einer Zei-
tung abgedruckt wurde. Darauf ist er zu
sehen. wie er Patienten im Zentrum fiir an
Schlaganfall Erkrankte in Palm Springs bei
einem ,,Sing-Along* dirigiert. Am Fliigel
hinter ihm ist Johnny Mann zu sehen. Ich
weill noch nicht genau, wann ich die
68seitige Ausgabe werde versenden kon-
nen, aber auf alle Fille méchte ich John
Gay und seinem Assistenten Tim Drake
dafiir herzlich danken, dass ich dieses
Projekt realisieren konnte.

Kurz nachdem ich die Arbeit daran
abgeschlossen hatte, erreichte mich noch
mehr Material, welches gut in den Band
gepasst hitte; ich werde es dosiert in zu-
kiinftigen Ausgaben des Clubmagazins
bringen. Einige Kondolenzbekundigungen
aus einem so genannten ,,Chat Forum® im
Internet befinden sich in dieser Ausgabe.

Gut einen Monat vor seinem Tode
gab Ray ein Telefoninterview, welches fiir
eine insgesamt dreistiindige Radiosendung
verwendet wurde. Der Interviewer und
Radiomoderator Jim Stone versprach mir
eine Aufzeichnung der drei Folgen, die
mich jedoch bislang nicht erreichte. Ich bin
sehr gespannt darauf.

Ich wurde in jiingster Vergangen-
heit oft gefragt, ob es den Ray Conniff Fan
Club unter meiner Regie weiterhin geben
wiirde, und die Antwort darauf ist einfach,
denn sie lautet .ja, natiirlich!*. Tch kann
nur nicht versprechen, dass ich pro Jahr
weiterhin vier Ausgaben des Magazins
werde produzieren kinnen. Das hat nichts
mit einem Mangel an Material zu tun,
sondern cher damit, dass ich beruflich
anders eingebunden bin und weniger Frei-
zeit habe als friiher.

Bislang haben sich 49 Fans aus
vielen Lindern fiir die Ray Conniff Fan
Club Convention in Berlin angemeldet.
Vom 16. bis 18, Mai werden wir Ray
gedenken. Zufilligerweise war er genau
vor 21 Jahren in Berlin und nahm dort sein
Album  Musik fur Millionen™ auf. Wir
haben ein wunderbares Programm, auf das
man sich freuen kann. Dazu gehort eine
Fiihrung durch den Reichstag in englischer
und deutscher Sprache. Am Sonnabend-
abend werden wir beim Dinner in der
.Brasserie am Gendarmenmarkt® _unsere*
Musik spielen. Noch immer kann man sich
anmelden, obwohl ich nicht dafiir garantie-
ren kann, dass auch fiir Nachziigler der
Sondertarif fiir die Ubernachtungen gilt,
der bis Ende Januar fiir alle diejenigen
garantiert werden konnte, die eine Anzah-
lung leisteten.
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In dieser Ausgabe gibt’s eine wei-
tere Folge von Serge Elhaiks Ray Conniff
Story. Dieses Mal beleuchtet er das letzte
Drittel des Jahres 1963 und das Album
..Speak to Me of Love™, Serge hat iibrigens
ein hervorragendes Buch iiber Paul Mauri-
at herausgebracht. Es ist sehr aufwendig
produziert und lohnt sich durchaus auch fiir
diejenigen, die kaum Franzésisch verste-
hen konnen. Es macht einfach SpaB, in
diesem Buch mit seinen vielen Bildern und
Zeitdokumenten herumzublittern,

In der Rubrik iiber neue CDs fin-
det man eine neue Zusammenstellung mit
dem Titel ,Love Songs®, Diese CD ist
auch bei uns zu haben. Sie enthilt einen
Titel (,,.Love at First Sight*), der bislang
auf CD nicht in Stereo zu haben war.
Hoffen wir, dass es weitere dhnliche CDs
in diesem Jahr geben wird.

Falls jemand wissen mochte, wel-
che Aufnahme von Ray auf welchem
Album zu finden ist und wer zudem noch
den Namen des Komponisten und den
Songtext haben méchte, dem sei eine neue
Internetseite empfohlen, die Jorge L. D.
Iorio kreiert hat. (URL:
http://igspot.ig.com.br/connifflyrics/)
Einen ,,Link* dorthin findet man sowohl
von Dougs als auch meiner Ray Conniff-
Seite.

Nachdem Ray verstarb, durchsuch-
te ich fast tiglich das Internet nach Nach-
rufen und Artikeln iiber ihn und seine
Musik. Interessanterweise fand ich auch
anderes, ndmlich Interviews - sowohl aus
GroBbritannien als auch aus Brasilien -, die
ich nicht kannte. Vier davon sind in dieser
Ausgabe im Original abgedruckt.

Hier noch eine Nachricht fiir deut-
sche Fans, die gerne CDs aus den USA
(insbesondere vom Collectables 1abel)
haben mochten. Ich bekam kiirzlich Post
von Herrn Wagner aus Berlin, der Folgen-
des schrieb:

Hallo Herr Thénicke,

Jja es gibt uns noch, aber Kataloge
sind leider zu teuer geworden fiir immer
weniger Kunden. Unser Internetaufiritt soll
bald fertig sein, aber auch der kostet viel
Geld. Collectables CDs fithren wir fast alle
am Lager, und wir bestellen weiterhin alle
zwei Wachen in Amerika. Ich kann Thnen
und allen Fans gerne eine Ray Connifff
Liste zufaxen. Bitte Fax Nr. mitteilen.
Vielen Dank und alles Gute, Albert Wag-
ner (L&P Musics, Hardenbergstr.4-3,
10623 Berlin, Tel: 030-31188-476 (Albert
Wagner) -472(Laden), Fax: (30-31188-
490, E-Mail: info@lpmusics.de

Es geht z.Zt. das Geriicht um, dass
sich Abril Music aus dem Musikgeschiift
zuriickziehen wolle. Ob es stimmt, weill
ich nicht. Wer jedoch Rays brasilianische
CDs noch nicht besitzt, sollte schleunigst
versuchen, sie zu bekommen.

So viel fiir dieses Mal. Ich freue
mich auf das Wiedersehen mit vielen Fans
in Berlin Mitte Mai. Herzliche Griile. Ihr /
Euer / Dein

Welcome

to edition # 1/2003 of ‘s Conniff.
Actually, it is not the first one I have
produced this year. The other one is
a 68 page memorial edition which is
currently being printed and bound in
John Gay’s print shop in Wales, and
I believe it will take a couple of
weeks or maybe months until T will
be able to mail copies to all mem-
bers of the Ray Conniff Fan Club. It
is aptly titled “’s Always Conniff”’ to
pay homage to Ray. (Its front cover
is shown on page 21.) It is not just a
collection of articles and obituaries
from around the world. In addition,
it will feature the last picture taken
by Ray in the Palm Springs Stroke
Center during a sing-along, with
Johnny Mann at the piano. Ray
directed about 3 or 4 songs, one of
them was “It’s The Talk Of The
Town”. (The picture was published
in a newspaper named “The Desert
Sun”, and I paid the photographer §
20.00 for the copyright to reproduce
it. She kindly let me have a copy in
colour.) Furthermore, you will find
Tamara Conniff's eulogy and David
Theriault's funeral speech, tributes
from fans, and condolence letters,
and more in the special edition.
After all 68 pages were completed, |
received much more material from
various corners of the world, such as
the messages from an Internet chat
forum, which are featured in this
edition, and photocopies of obituar-
ies from many countries. More of
these articles and condolence letters
will be featured in future editions of
's Conniff.

On 7th September Ray gave a
long interview over the phone to
radio presenter Jim Stone, which
was used for a three hour radio show
about his music and career. This
must have been Ray’s very last in-
terview. I am still waiting for a tape
that Jim promised me, but judging
from what people who could pick up
the show on the radio or Internet
wrote to me, it must have been great.
At the moment, I can only let you
know the details as featured in this
edition.

Recently, I have often been
asked whether the club will continue
to exist. The answer is plain and
simple: Yes! I will do my very best
to keep it alive, as well as the mem-
ory of Ray and his music. However,
I do not know whether I will be able
to produce 4 editions of the club
magazine per year.



So far, 49 fans from many
countries have registered for the Ray
Conniff Fan Club Convention in
Berlin. They are from Switzerland,
Holland, Belgium, the UK, the USA,
Denmark, Spain, Ireland and Ger-
many. It is still possible to register
even though the special low rate
available for people who did so
before the end of January and paid a
deposit, cannot be guaranteed. Dur-
ing the weekend of 16™ to 18™ May
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wrote a wonderful tribute, which
you’ll find in the special memorial
edition mentioned above. Only
lately, he sent me this picture of the
headstone of Ray's grave: The in-
scription says "Ray Conniff Novem-
ber 6, 1916 October 12, 2002",
above the notes there is a picture of
a trombone, and the notes are from
the score of "Somewhere My Love'".
Next to the flowers there is the
statue of a small angel.

' &t s
we will remember Ray, and play his
music e.g. during dinner on Saturday
night at the “Brasserie”. By the way,
precisely 21 years ago, on 17" May
1982, Ray was in Berlin, too, to
record his album “Musik fiir Mil-
lionen”. Hopefully, I can come up
with a few interesting items to listen
to and to watch, such as the Peter
Jennings segment from ABC News,
which was broadcast a day after Ray
had passed away.

During those days when cov-
erage could be found about Ray in
all sorts of media, there was an in-
teresting item in a Brazilian news-
paper, saying that his rendition of
Somewhere My Love, which was
filmed at the wedding of Liza Min-
nelli and David Gest, was to be
shown on VH-1. (Until then I did
not even know it was recorded or
filmed.) Later on, in an American
newspaper, it said that some disputes
with the show’s producer Rob Weiss
stopped its broadcast. Keep your
fingers crossed that it may become
available for us fans some time.

One of our newest club
members is Don Buchwald. He
attended Ray’s funeral and also

I hope you will find the items
featured in this edition interesting. I
am sure you will love to read the
part of Serge Elhaik’s Ray Conniff’
Story which originally was produced
for edition No. 4/2002. By the way,
please pay attention to the entry
concerning his book about Paul
Mauriat, which is fantastic. Ray’s
promoter of his Brazil tours, Manoel
Poladian, also mentioned in a news-
paper interview that he was consid-
ering a book about Ray. Well, if I
had more time, I would love to do
that job...

Recently, rumours have had
it that Abril Music are closing down
their business. So far, this has not
been confirmed, but if this is true,
the question is, what will happen to
Ray’s 6 albums whose rights they
acquired? I had just drawn their
attention to one unreleased track
(“El Progreso”), and they did like
the idea of adding it as a bonus track
to a future release, and I was hoping
this would become true. Let’s wait
and see and hope for the best.

If you are looking for a cer-
tain song by Ray and do not remem-
ber what album it was on, or if you

want to find out its composer or
want to read its lyrics, then please
visit a new website on the Internet,
the “Ray Conniff Lyrics Homepage™
at http://igspot.ig.com.br/Conniff
lyrics/, webmaster is Jorge L. D.
Iério. He did a great job, which must
have cost him many, many hours.
Please note that composers are listed
according to their first names, not
family names. This way of filing
(e.g. records) is common in Latin
countries. By the way, also
please note the new URL of
Doug Mitchell’s official
Conniff Page (see last page).

A new compilation
CD is titled “Love Songs”.
The lower black and white
photograph on the front
cover is taken from its CD
leaflet. Its sound is perfect,
and for the first time, “Love
at First Sight” (Ray’s rendi-
tion of “Je t"aime ... moi non
plus”) is featured on CD in
stereo. Let’s hope for more
releases of this kind that
feature recordings by Ray
previously only released on
singles. I also hope that Sony
will release some of Ray’s
quadraphonic albums on their
new audio DVD’s which can

reproduce 4 discrete channels. And

what about a DVD of one of Ray’s
shows, such as the one from Japan,
titled “’s Always Conniff”? T am of
the opinion that the time is right for
releases like these.

As said above, the next pub-
lication will be a heavyweight, simi-
lar to the Ray Conniff Photo Collec-
tion. Again, I cannot thank John Gay
enough for his generosity. My grati-
tude also goes to his assistant Tim
Drake without whose help this pro-
ject would not be possible.

Some of you kindly sent me
material which they probably ex-
pected to be featured in this edition.
Let me assure all of them that their
articles, letters, photos etc. were
appreciated and will be featured in
future editions.

My sincerest thanks to every-
body who contributed to this issue.
Best wishes to you all, and espe-
cially to Vera and Tamara,
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= USA / World

Which of the covers would you have preferred? The
one on the right was shown on the Collectables
website on the Internet for a while, and I must con-
fess I was very disappointed to see a sunset rather
than the enlarged photo of Vera. However, it turned
out to be a draft only. This "2-on-1" CD featuring
Ray’s albums "JEAN" and "BRIDGE OVER
TROUBLED WATER" was scheduled for release
on September 24 on Collectables COL 7457. Offi-
cially , it was postponed until October 15. However,
some fans received their copies in the first week of
October, already.

Note: This CD contains one executable file, which
requires a Pentium 266 MHz PC, Windows 95/98 or
up, 16MB RAM. This file features Ray's bio (by Vera
Conniff and Manfred, updated in July 2002) in Por-
tuguese, song details (composers, lyrics) and re-
cording dates, studios, personnel etc., which makes
the purchase of this CD well worth, even though you
already have all the songs on various albums.

=> Brazil

As mentioned in ‘s Conniff No. 3/2002 already,
Abril Music (Brazil) are currently releasing a series
of compilation CD's titled "UMA NOVA
HISTORIA". It also includes one by Ray. Here are
details of the new CD: “RAY CONNIFF - UMA
NOVA HISTORIA” (Abril Music 1105054-2, re-
lease date was August 12, 2002) Tracks are as fol-
lows: New York, New York / Emog¢oes / Evidén-
cias / La Bamba / Unchained Melody / My Way /
Besame Mucho / Somewhere My Love / Pense
Em Mim / Detalhes / Oh, Pretty Woman / My
Heart Will Go On / Chariots Of Fire / Jingle
Bells (All tracks from albums recorded for Abril
Music and Universal / PolyGram.)

e U : : " i i -1:‘
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= USA

Released in the on Sep-
tember 10, 2002, a CD

RAY CONNIFF

titled PERSONALI-
DAD: 20 EXITOS
(Sony  Discos Inc.

87462), previously re-
leased as 20 DE
COLECCION*

Tracks are as follows: De Niiia a Mujer / A Taste
of Honey / A La Antigua / Nadia’s Theme (The
Young And The Restless) / Frenesi / I've Got You
Under My Skin / Mi Cafetal / Stranger in Para-
dise / Cuando Calienta el Sol / The Continental /
Tico Tico / Besame Mucho / Brazil / Green Eyes /
Beyond the Sea / Aquarius & Let The Sunshine
In / Raindrops Keep Fallin' On My Head / Mid-
night Cowboy / Sweet Caroline / My Sweet Lord
*This selection of tracks became first available in
spring 1996 on Sony Latin CDL-81911 / 2-470616.
The cover was also used for a CD titled "PERSON-
ALIDAD" (Sony Latin CDB 82074, also released in
1996). This CD featured 12 of the tracks from "20
de Coleccion".

Note: In addition to the flaws of the first Personali-
dad (and 20 de Coleccion), they boosted the sound
level way up which adds a bit of distortion. In other
words: This CD is not recommended!

=» Colombia

Released on June 17, 2002 on Sony Music: A com-
pilation CD set titled "30 GRANDES EXITOS".
Tracks include: Brazil / De Nifia a Mujer / Green
Eyes / Love Story / Cuando Sali de Cuba / Diosito
Santo / Caballo Viejo / Mi Cafetal / Siboney /
Cuando Calienta EIl Sol / Don't Cry For Me Ar-
gentina / Como Agua Para Chocolate / Volare /
The Girl From Ipanema / El Condor Pasa / La
Gota Fria / New York New York / Moonlight
Serenade / Besame Mucho / Love Theme from
"The Godfather".

Unfortunately, more details cannot be revealed here
at the moment, because it seems the website of Sony
Music Colombia is not available any longer.
Chances are the set is titled “20” not “30 Grandes
Exitos”, because only 20 tracks were listen on the
Internet. Order No.: Sony Music 503631.
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=» Russia

“INSTRUMENTAL COLLECTION" is the title of
a new compilation CD available in Russia. (This may
or may not be a bootleg CD.) Details, such as label and
order number are not available at present. The CD
features a total of 25 tracks. Songs 1 to 16 are taken
from "16 Most Requested Songs", the remaining 9
tracks are from "Ray Conmff‘s World of Hits":
: 2 's  Wonderful /

Danke Schoen /
Sometimes I'm
Happy / You Do
Something To Me /
the Way You Look
| Tonight / I'd Like

To Teach The
World To Sing /
Love Theme From
""Romeo and

3 Juliet'" (A Time
For Us) / Lara's Theme From " Doctor Zhivago' /
Ravel's Bolero / Love Theme From "Love Story" /
The Way We Were / Love Theme From ""The God-
father" / We've Only Just Begun / I Write The
Songs / Just The Way You Are / Emotion & How
Deep Is Your Love / You Light Up My Life / The
Shadow Of Your Smile / Hello, Dolly! / Granada /
Moscow Nights / Alley Cat / Moon River / I Will
Wait For You / Greenfields
It is interesting to note that the small photograph of
Ray in the upper right hand corner was taken by yours
truly in 2001! It was on the special edition for Ray’s

85" birthday. Can anyone solve the mystery how it got
into the hands of some CD maker?

=» Colombia
Speaking of “16 Most Requested Songs™...
did you know that one of Ray’s first compact discs, a

RAY CONNIFF compilation titled “16 MOST
FiémomnistesTEosens® | REQUESTED __SONGS”  was
released with 20 tracks in Colom-
bia? (Sony Music CDC040214).
The 4 extra tracks are: Tico Tico,
The White cliffs of Dover,
Lisbon Antigua and Autumn

Leaves & Just Walking in the Rain. (Released Sep-
tember 15, 1989.)

=» Brazil

“PACOTE” means
"package". This is a 4
CD set released in
Brazil by Abril Music
featuring Ray's albums
"'s Christmas", "Live in
Rio", "I Love Movies"
and "My Way".

COTERA) Ol

= Brazil

‘S FOREVER Tracks are as follows: Love Is A
Many- Splendored Thing / Besame Mucho / Brazil / El
Dia Que Me Quieras / La Mer (Beyond The Sea) /
New York, New York / All The Way / I've Got You
Under My Skin / My Way / Mack The Knife / Un-
chained Melody / My Heart Will Go On / Dream A
Little Dream Of Me / Somewhere My Love (Tracks
are from Ray's Universal albums “Live in Rio”, “I
Love Movies”, and “My Way”)

RAY CONNIFF

This was the first
CD released after
Ray passed
away. [t became
available on the
Som Livre label
in November
2002, order No.
2339-2

Liner notes by Tamara Conniff:

These are some of my father's favorite recordings. His
sound and spirit shine in every song — from “Mack The
Knife” to “Besame Mucho.”

While we listen to his music here on earth, he is conduct-
ing an orchestra of beautiful angels in heaven. He is now
the brightest star in the sky, watching over us.

For my mother and I, for his friends and fans and for
countless future generations, his music is forever. We
miss you.

Tamara Conniff

A note for fans in Germany (and Europe) who want to
obtain e.g. Ray’s Collectables CD’s: Please write to or
phone

Mr Albert Wagner

L&P Musics

Hardenbergstr.4-5

10623 Berlin

Phone: 030-31188-476 (Albert Wagner) -472(Laden)
Fax: 030-31188-490

E-Mail: info@lpmusics.de

=» Russia

" Now available in
Russia with this cover
with Cyrillic letters:
RAY CONNIFF IN
{ MOSCOW (Same
label and order No. as
the 1999 CD release:
music boheme

¢ CDBMR 907078 /
Melodiya MEL CD 60
00453). Released in
November 2002.

WU R XTI
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=» Russia

These “2 on 1” CD’s became available in Russia in
December 2002. They are probably bootlegs:

RAY CONNIFF

AWD THE RAY CONKIFR NINSEXS

This one features Ray’s
first two Christmas albums,
CHRISTMAS WITH
CONNIFF and WE WISH
YOU A MERRY

CHRISTMAS.

)

This once features two
more gold award winning
albums, CONCERT IN
RHYTHM and SO
MUCH IN LOVE.

Thanks to Igor Karpov
from Russia who provided
all the information on the
Russian CD’s-

Other albums recently released in Russia include: ‘S
ALWAYS CONNIFF and RAY CONNIFE’S CON-
CERT IN STEREO LIVE AT THE SAHARA /
TAHOE.

=> USA, Europe and Australia

ray conniff

ThlS compllatlon tlt!ed LOVE SONGS was released
in the USA on January 14, 2003 (Columbia/Legacy
87149%). It was also released in Europe (CD made in
Austria, Columbia / Legacy COL 510712 2). *Same
order No. in Australia. The liner notes read as follows:

Tracks:

1. Somewhere My Love (from “Somewhere My
Love”)

2.

I'm In The Mood For Love (firom “Young at

Heart”)

The Look Of Love (from “Honey")

4. The Way You Look Tonight (from “
ous”)

5. A Time For Us (from “Jean”)

6. Just The Way You Are (from “Ray Conniff Plays
the Bee Gees and Other Great Hits")

7. Speak Softly Love (from “Love Theme from ‘The
Godfather’)

8. Memories Are Made Of This (from “Memories
Are Made of This”)

9. This Is My Song (from “This Is My Song”)

10. Love Is A Many Splendored Thing (from “Love
Affair”)

11. You Light Up My Life (from “Ray Conniff Plays
the Bee Gees and Other Great Hits ")

12. I've Got You Under My Skin (from “Say It With
Music”)

13. Where Do I Begin (Love Story) (from “Love
Story”)

14. This Guy’s In Love With You (from “Turn
Around Look At Me”)

15. It Had To Be You (from ““'s Awful Nice")

16. Je T'Aime... Moi Non Plus (Love At First Sight)

(For the first time, Je T'Aime... Moi Non Plus has

been released in stereo on compact disc. It has

appeared on several CDs, Lps, and on a 45rpm

single in mono only. The stereo version had only

previously been released to radio stations.

Note: the album details mistakenly list The Look Of
Love (and the album Honey) as being released in 1960.
Actually, it was released in 1968. Also, Ray Conniff
Plays The Bee Gees was recorded in 1978 although it
might not have been released until 1979.

L2
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=» Spain

Love can be expressed in many ways, but none can match
the exuberance and exhilaration that have found a musical
echo in Ray Conniff's legendary happy beat. This Love
Songs compilation finds maestro Conniff, his orchestra and
his singers exploring the many joyful moods of love everlast-
ing, interspersed with a few more romantic moments. With
Ray and his singers around to spread the joy, the moods
couldn't be livelier and lovelier.

RAY  CONNIFF:
Volare, Bésame
mucho, El amor es
algo  maravilloso,
Chanson d’amour
(Bootleg, Spain,
2002, 2 CD set,
featuring the previ-
ously released CD’s
“Volare” and “Mos-
cow Nights™ with the
same terrible flaws,
2 Rise  International
Music Ltd. CDMC
132)  Interestingly,
this set features
“Yellow Rose” twice. Definitely NOT recommended!

CD 1 (LM 82155): Moon River / Love Is A Many-Splendoured Thing
(Singers) / Smoke Gets In Your Eyes / Blue Moon / Only You / Rhap-
sody In Blue / Greenfields / Moscow Nights / My Prayer / Memories
Are Made Of This / Besame Mucho / Moonlight Serenade / 's Wonder-
ful / Yellow Rose / On The Street Where You Live / Summertime

RAY CONNIFF

CD 2 (LM 82156): Blueberry Hill / The Song From Moulin Rouge / As
Time Goes By / Mack The Knife / Where Or When / Yellow Rose / In
The Still Of The Night / Wheel Of Fortune / Chanson D'amour / Be My
Love / I'll Walk Alone / Gigi / Cry / My Prayer / Never On Sunday /
Volare
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Connif...

In s Conniff #3/2002, I mentioned another 5 CD set
released by Readers Digest (Mexico), but could not
provide details. Now, here is a list of tracks, provided
by a Ray Conniff fan from Mexico. However, I was
unable to identify some of them, as the song titles are
listed with Spanish translations, only. So, if anybody
can be of help with the ones listed with an asterisk,
please let me know. Thanks in advance.

UNA CARICIA UN SENTIMIENTO
(Readers Digest, Mexico, 5 CD set, released in 2002)

CD 1: Green Eyes / Spanish Eyes / Granada / Vereda
Tropical / Besame Mucho / Frenesi / El Condor Pasa /
Pajaro Chogiii Boogie / Brazil / Tico Tico / Memories
Are Made of This / Say It With Music / On the Street
Where You Live / I Could Have Danced All Night &
I’ve Grown Accustomed to Her Face / Cabaret / Some-
thing to Remember You By / All 1 Have to Do Is
Dream / Nuestros Recuerdos* / Thanks for the Mem-
ory / Un Gran Final* / Oklahoma!

CD 2: Smoke Gets in Your Eyes / In the Still of the
Night / As Time Goes By / I’ll See You in My Dreams
/ Stomping at the Savoy / In the Mood / Moonlight
Serenade / Stardust / Begin the Beguine / Sentimental
Journey / Chanson d’amour / Volare / Only You /
Love Me Tender / Blueberry Hill / My Foolish Heart /
Time on My Hands / La Mer / The Song from Moulin
Rouge / The Poor People of Paris

CD 3: Stranger in Paradise / Just the Way You Are / A
Man and a Woman / Three Coins in the Fountain / Red
Roses For A Blue Lady / Love Story / The Way You
Look Tonight / Love Is a Many-Splendored Thing /
For All We Know / Days of Wine and Roses / My
Prayer / The Most Beautiful Girl in the World / The
Morning After / Mandy / Love Will Keep Us Together
& How Sweet It Is To Be Loved By You / Sweet
Caroline / I’'ve Got You Under my Skin / Touch Me in
the Morning / I Write the Songs

CD 4: Honey / Close to You / Kiss and Say Goodbye /
A Horse With No Name / Unchained Melody / No
puedo dejar de verte* / Feelings / A Taste of Honey /
My Sweet Lord / Lisboa Antigua / Harbor Lights /
Jamaica Farewell / Perfidia / Cuando calienta el sol /

Softly, As in a Morning Sunrise / It Had to Be You /
The Windmills of Your Mind / Nadia’s Theme (The
Young and the Restless) / Lullaby of Birdland

CD 5: I’ll Never Fall in Love Again / Where Is the
Love / Tie a Yellow Ribbon Round the Ole Oak Tree /
MacArthur Park / Winchester Cathedral / Wheel of
Fortune / Aquarius & Let The Sunshine In / Georgy
Girl / Blowin’ in the Wind / By the Time I Get to
Phoenix / Do You Know the Way to San José? / Bah
Bah Conniff Sprach (Zarathustra) / Theme from
Tchaikovsky’s Romeo and Juliet / Melody from Mo-
zart / Swan Lake Ballet - Theme / Favorite Theme
from Tchaikovsky’s First Piano Concerto / Schubert’s
Serenade / Warsaw Concerto / A Bit of Beethoven /
Conniff’s Dance of the Hours / Rhapsody in Blue

*English title unknown

A radio show about and with Ray

On 7th September Ray gave a long interview over the
phone, which was used for a three hour radio show
about his music and career. On Saturday, November
16th at 7PM, Eastern Standard Time, the first part of
the 3 hour show was aired on WLNZ (89,7 FM). It was
continued one week later on November 23 at the same
time. Radio presenter Jim Stone probably did the last
interview with Ray. He is joined by Ray's pianist of 12
years, Perry La Marca, premier session singer and
contractor, Ron Hicklin, who worked with Ray on
many albums, Jay Meyer, who must have been among
the very first group of singers Ray employed, and
Doug Mitchell, who does the official Ray Conniff
website. The show was called "Big Band Swing" and
was broadcast from Lansing, Michigan. His show has
been on the air since 1986 when it was called Big Band
Saturday Night and since 1993 on WLNZ under the
name Big Band Swing. Since they stream the audio, the
show could be picked up worldwide at winz.org on the
Internet. Here are details of the shows:

FIRST HOUR: Tribute opening / Jay Meyer / Okla-
homa / break / Smoke Get in your Eyes / When the
Saints Go Marching In / Somewhere My Love / Love
is A Many Splendored Thing / Unchained Melody /
break / Warsaw Concerto / Dream a Little Dream of
Me / Detalhes (from "Do Ray Para O Rei") / That Old
Feeling / Brazil

SECOND HOUR: Little Gate's Special / Prelude In C
Major / Just Kidding Around (Conniff & Butterfield) /
These Foolish Things /'s Wonderful (Shaw & Conniff
versions) / September Song / Arsenic & Old Face
(Jerry Jerome) / break / The Ray Conniff Hit Record
Medley / On the Street Where you Live / Stompin' at
the Savoy / The Way You Look Tonight / Shangri-La /
break / You Make Me Feel So Young / Mack the Knife
(live) / Closing

THIRD HOUR: This segment featured an interview
with Ron Hicklin and with Doug Mitchell
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The year is still 1963, and the month is December.
Nine months after recording his last album, “You
Make Me Feel So Young”, Ray was in the recording
studio again. Two things were different, however: 1)
The new album was recorded with the Ray Conniff
Singers, and 2) the location was Hollywood. (Remem-
ber, the last album was an instrumental one and was
recorded in New York.) So, Ray, his musicians and the
25 singers went to the West Coast to record the album
Speak to Me of Love
from Tuesday, 3" December to Thursday, 5™ Decem-
ber, to be precise. It was the first album by the Singers
in 18 months! (The last one, “We Wish You a Merry
Christmas " was recorded in May 1962.) At that time
Ray said in an interview, “I will record more Singers
albums in the future, since Mitch Miller and Norman
Luboff, who both led a chorus, had left the Columbia
label.”

RAY GONN'IFF

T HLAME M[ 5 ilEuI.Hii’ WAS MIH[ amun THE SH

The 12 songs for the aibum were recorded on the three
consecutive days, but on Friday, 6" December, three
more songs were taped, which were included in other
albums. Two of them (“Blue Moon™ and “Honey-
comb”) were rushed for release on a single on January
28, 1964 - almost at the same time when the album
“You Make Me Feel So Young” became available on
the US market. The third song was “You Stepped Out
of a Dream”, which remained unreleased for a while.
All three tracks eventually found their home on albums
later on: “Blue Moon” and “You Stepped Out Of a
Dream” were released on the “Happiness Is”-album
two years later, and “Honeycomb” fit perfectly on
“Invisible Tears”, with “Singing the Blues” as its
counterpart. (Due to its success as a single, “Blue
Moon™ was also released on the French release of the
“'s Continental” album, where it substituted “Strange
Music™.)

In a way, “Blue Moon” followed the formula that was
successfully applied with “Scarlet” earlier that year:
Ray played a trombone solo and was backed by 25
singers. Contrary to “Scarlet”, this time they sang

some of the lyrics.
“Honeycomb™ may be
considered an  ex-
perimental recording,
which was similar to
Ray’s arrangements for
solo singers that he had
once backed: The men
| sang the lyrics, while
3 the girls only accompa-
nied them, smgmg “doo-wah” ete. By the way, the
single of “Blue Moon™ | “Honeycomb” was released on
a blue vinyl single record in Germany. Apart from the
USA, in many other countries both tracks were only
released on EP’s with 4 or 5 tracks. The French EP
featured “Night and Day” and “Stranger in Paradise”
as well, whereas the British EP (4\) featured three
other tracks previously only released on singles in the
States: “Popsy”, “Scarlet”, and “Sweet Sue, Just You”.
Soon after its release, the US single entered the Bill-
board Top 150 Singles at position No. 119. (This was
also the highest position.) OK, let’s return to the focus
of this part, Ray’s only 1964 album with the Singers:

After his big success with the album “So Much in
Love”, “Love” again was the central theme of another
album by the Conniff Singers. (This was to be contin-
ued with “Love Affair”, as you all may be aware.) Ray
is a very romantic person. In 1991, we could find the
following statements in a Brazilian magazine:

“Every man is romantic. I remember that when I was
12 or 13 years old, I fell in love with a girl who lived
near my home. I was astonished when she passed me
by humming ‘Would You Like to Take a Walk, Do
You Think It’s Going to Rain’. Still today, when I
listen to that song, I feel a pain in my heart. About my
records, I want the hearts in love keep their vibrations
with my music. Everybody, who falls in love, wants
music in order to share emotions. Because of that I
record hit songs every year so that the persons can
enjoy the moment, and later remember.”

Now let’s have a closer look at

The repertoire and the musicians:
On this album, we can listen to Ray playing three solos
on his Clavietta and one on his trombone. Besides,
there is a Ray Conniff original, “Love Has No Rules”.
All the wonderful guitar solos were played by Al Hen-
drickson, who also belonged to the staff of “You Make
Me Feel So Young", and who would add his talents to
the recording of another album by the Singers, “Love
Affair”, as well.

Three songs were composed by Richard Rodgers:
“This Nearly Was Mine” (from the musical “South
Pacific”, from which Ray had already recorded 4 songs
for his “Broadway in Rhythm" album), “You’ll Never
Walk Alone” (from “Carousel), and “The Sweetest
Sounds” (from “No Strings”, one of the most recent
shows from the pen of Rodgers at that time: It was
produced in 1962). One should mention “Blue Moon™
here as well, which was also composed by Rodgers.
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If you are interested in a list of songs by Richard Rod-
gers that Ray Conniff recorded, see part XX of my Ray
Conniff Story, which was published in s Conniff
#1/1996.

You can imagine that I, as a Frenchman, was glad to
find three songs on this album from my country. They
are “Speak to Me of Love” (Parlez-Moi d’Amour),
“Under Paris Skies” (Sous le Ciel de Paris), and “Be-
yond the Sea” (La Mer). Let me tell you something
about these songs:

“Beyond the Sea” was originally titled “La Mer” and
is one of the most played French songs all over the
world. It was written by Charles Trenet, who was born
in Narbonne in the South of France in 1913. He com-
posed that song during
a ride on a train in the
‘40s. However, the
public did not seem to
like it and preferred
Swing instead. Trenet
retired as a singer, and
only due to the
insistence of famous
publisher Raoul
Breton he worked on

3 that song again in
1946, and surprisingly it became a world-wide hit,
which was titled “Beyond the Sea” in the USA.

This recording with the Ray Conniff Singers featured
Ray’s third arrangement of this song: Two years prior
he had recorded an instrumental version of it for his
album “’s Continental”. The first arrangement, how-
ever, was written for Harry James and his orchestra in
1947. 1t was released on a 78 rpm record in 1948.

Trenet also had a big success with “I Wish You Love”
(Que Reste T'il de Nos Amours), which many artists
recorded.

“Parlez-Moi d’Amour” was a huge success for French
singer Lucienne Boyer. In 1930 she won the “Grand
Prix du Disque” award with it. She also gained fame in
the USA with this song. It was composed by a certain
Jean Lenoir.

“Sous le Ciel de Paris” was a big success for com-
poser Hubert Giraud, who in 1971 had another interna-
tional success with “Mamy Blue”. Ray's Clavietta adds
a kind of French touch to the recording, and Al Hen-
drickson played great guitar solos on all three songs.

Another favourite of mine is Ray’s rendition of “Don’t

Blame Me”, written by Jimmy McHugh, with words
by Dorothy Fields. Let me

for a minute or two: This American composer, pianist
and publisher was born in Boston in July 1894. He
gained first fame when he wrote music for the “Cotton
Club” revues in the ‘20s. His collaboration with lyri-
cist Dorothy Fields turned out to be extremely success-
ful. Some of their memorable songs include “I Can’t
Give You Anything But Love” (featured in a 1928
revue titled “Blackbirds™) and “On the Sunny Side of

the Street” and “Exactly
Like You” (both from
“The International
Revue”, in 1930). The
team later went fto
Hollywood and had
many successes with
songs featured in mov-
ies. Here are a few:
“Cuban Love Song” in
1931, “Dinner at Eight”
(which featured “Don’t

Blame Me”) in 1933,
“Have a Heart™ in 1934
(which featured “Thank You For a Lovely Evening”
and “Lost in a Fog™), and “Every Night at Eight” in
1935. The score of the latter included “I’'m in the
Mood for Love”, which sold millions of copies. Ray
also recorded this song for his album “Young at
Heart”. A list of his works would be incomplete with-
out mentioning the music for “Roberta”, which in-
cluded a collaboration with Jerome Kern, titled
“Lovely to Look at”. The movie also featured another
great song, titled “Smoke Gets in Your Eyes”, which
was solely written by Kern. As you know, both songs
were recorded by Ray Conniff for his album “’s Awful
Nice™. It is interesting to note that Ray re-recorded this
song with lyrics for “Speak to Me of Love”, and also
later in 1982 with singer Lacy J. Dalton for his “Nash-
ville Connection™ album.

Jimmy McHugh

For many years, Jimmy McHugh wrote scores for
many Hollywood movies and Broadway shows as well
as hit songs for America’s great stars. He led a dance
band in the ‘50s and founded a publishing company in

1959. He passed away in Beverly Hills in May 1969.

Some of the best or-
chestra leaders devoted
complete albums to his
music, such as Norrie
Paramor from Britain
(who was the producer of
The  Shadows), and
American orchestra leader
Frank DeVol, who
= recorded a symphonic
- —= ' ' portrait of Jimmy
McHugh for the Capitol label. (&)

Let’s now regard the other songs:

ol gy

Ray’s rendition of “Who’s Sorry Now?” is really
swinging and features great Clavietta work by him. It
was composed by Ted Snyder, who also wrote the
famous “Sheik of Araby” (featured on Ray’s “Happi-
ness Is" album). “Who’s Sorry Now” was a huge suc-
cess both for Johnnie Ray and Connie Francis.

“Lover Come Back to Me” was composed by Sigmund
Romberg, with lyrics by Oscar Hammerstein II for the
Broadway show “The New Moon” in 1928. Ray’s
version is quite unusual and features pleasant guitar
work by Al Hendrickson.
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Last but not least, there is Ray’s original, “Love Has
No Rules”. Ray wrote the music, and the lyrics were
written by Ray’s friend, poet Joe Poland. (On the CD
re-issue his name appears as “Z. Poland”, by the way.)
The song features a superb Clavietta solo by Ray.
The World-Wide Release of
“Speak to Me of Love”
The album was released in the USA on 8" May 1964
and was a small sensation for fans of the Singers, be-
cause on the back cover was a wonderful black and
whne photo of them which also revealed their names.
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The picture (see below) was taken by Frank Bez, who
worked regularly for Columbia at that time.

The front cover picture was the same all over the
world, only the title was changed in my country, where

CBS obviously preferred the French title, “Parlez-Moi
d’Amour”. In Brazil, they re-titled the album “’s
Lovely”, and in Argentina it was released with the title
“Hablame de Amor”. On the cover of the Dutch re-
lease, one could find “Blue Moon" listed, but the re-
cord itself did not feature it.

The album entered the Billboard charts on 30" May
1964, staying in for 19 weeks, reaching the highest
position of 50. It entered the Cashbox charts on 23
May, staying in for 20 weeks, reaching the highest
position of 33 (the stereo album, that is). “Speak to Me
of Love” was released both in mono and stereo “360
Sound” just like the last albums by Ray.

[ am sure you want to learn a little more about some
singers of Ray’s chorus that he used for this album.
The Ray Conniff Singers at that time was a group of
25, twelve female and thirteen male singers.

The group’s contractor in the ‘60s was Jay Meyer
most of the time. Jay had been working with Ray for
the past years. (Some of the following notes are from
“Conniff & Rhythm”, edited by Lois Hollands:) A
native of Webb City in Missouri, Jay started his musi-
cal career in high school as a trumpet player. In addi-
tion to Mr Conniff, Jay has worked with other stars
such as Danny Kaye, Kay Starr, Jack Benny, Spike
Jones and Allan Sherman. He has sung in vocal groups
with such stars as Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin, Sammy
Dvis Jr., Doris Day, Nat ‘King’ Cole, Joni James,
Connie Francis, Roger Williams and many others.

Another singer in the group, Verne Rowe (tenor) also
started as a trumpet player. He has played with Les
Brown, Kay Kyser, Dick Stabile and Frank DeVol.
While with the DeVol band, Verne started doing vocal
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solos. He has appeared on television on the Dinah
Shore Show and The King Sisters with Alvino Rey.
Verne toured the country with the Marry Macs for two
years and with Peggy DeCastro for two years. He has
sung with, plus the Conniff Singers, the Norman
Luboff Choris and the Earl Brown Singers. With Ray
Conniff (*and the Rockin’ Rhythm Boys”) he was also
the soloist on two tracks recorded in 1953 - one of
Ray’s earlier attempt to gain ground as a recording
artist. The songs were “Beanie Boy Boogie” and
“Short Stuff”.

Jimmy Joyce sang bass on the Conniff recordings.
Jimmy was born in Toledo, Ohio, and attended the
Toledo Conservatory of Music. He also is a pianist,
arranger and vocal director for a children’s chorus
(“High Hopes” with Frank Sinatra). Jimmy was the
singing voice for Stephen Boyd in the movie “Jumbo™.

Jack Halloran (tenor) recorded with his vocal backing
group (The Jack Halloran Singers) for many top artists,
and for many TV productions.

Dick Cathcart (tenor) was known for his trumpet
virtuosity, and also because he was also an excellent
singer. You can listen to his fine trumpet solo on Ray
Conniff’s “Ebb Tide”, for example. He was also one of
the arrangers and musical directors of “the Lawrence
Welk Show”.

Dick Castle (tenor), in fact Dick Klinger, was a win-
ner on Horace Heidt’s Search For Talent. Soon after
his arrival in Los Angeles he became soloist on Law-
rence Welk’s television show. Besides being in the
studio with Ray Conniff many times, he also joined
him on his tours.

To put it in a nutshell, these singers were not “only”
singers, but artistes in their own right, with an own
reputation, and oddly enough, three out of the six pre-
sented here, were also trumpet players.

Let’s regard the ladies in the group now. I once wrote
a short biography on Rica Moore. (Please see 's Con-
niff #2/2000, page 17). She passed away two years
ago. Her obituary was featured in 's Conniff #3/1999,
page 21.

As for Jackie Allen, a short biography was featured in
's Conniff #2/200, on page 17. I also wrote about her in
my “News of the Past” column in ‘s Conniff #1/1995
on page 21.

Here are more quotations from Lois Hollands’ “Con-
niff & Rhythm”-magazine about some of the other
ladies:

Loulie Jean Norman was in great demand as a singer
in Hollywood. When a really high voice was needed,
Loulie Jean was called. In addition to the Ray Conniff
Singers, she worked with the Earl Brown Singers on
the Danny Kaye TV show. She was a member of the
Rhythmaires with Bing Crosby for seven years and did
the Dinah Shore TV shows. Loulie Jean did the vocal
solos for Diahann Carroll who played the part of
Serena in the movie “Porgy and Bess”. She also sang

in numerous Walt Disney movies, such as “Mary Pop-
pins”, “Alice in Wonderland”®, “Peter Pan”, and
“Babes in Toyland”.

Betty Perkins sang alto in the Ray Conniff Singers.
Betty sang with other groups such as the Randy Van
Horne Singers, the Normal Luboff Choir, Roger Wag-
ner Chorale, the Johnny Mann Singers, Ray Charles
and the Blue Reyes with Alvino Rey. While on tour
she married the male vocalist in the Alvino Rey band
and as Mr and Mrs Jimmy Joyce their voices have
increased. (As stated above, Jimmy sings bass with Mr
Conniff.)

Pat Collier sang mezzo soprano with the Ray Conniff
Singers. Pat entered the professional ranks as a fea-
tured dancer in a Las Vegas show. She was with Ray
Conniff since the first West Coast tour in 1960. Pat is
also an accomplished violinist, and in her spare time
teaches violin.

The contralto in the Ray Conniff Singers was Vangie
Carmichael, who, for ten years, was under contract to
the Sacred Record Co. Vangie also appeared as a guest
soloist on the Lawrence Welk TV show and was seen
in vocal groups on other TV shows. She recorded with
such stars as Nat ‘King’ Cole, Al Martino, Bobby
Darin, Stan Kenton, Pat Boone, Pete King and Roger
Williams. She also joined Ray Conniff on many of his
concert tours.

If you study the picture on the back cover of “Speak to
Me of Love” carefully, you will realise that several of
the male and female singers were married to each
other. I already mentioned Betty and Jimmy Joyce,
but also Sally and Dick Castle were a couple, and so
were Karen and Dick Wessler, and Myra and Bill
Stephens. Also, Jackie Allen’s husband joined the
Conniff Singers now and then.

And finally, here are words from Jay Meyer about
“the thrilling experience to work with Ray Conniff”:
“His arrangements are so exciting, we [always] look
forward to doing his recording sessions and concerts.
We always left the studio singing one of the songs we
had just recorded.” Like a couple of other singers, he
rejoined the Conniff Singers in 1999, when Ray re-
corded his 4" Christmas album, *’s Christmas”.

Before we close this chapter, covering the year 1963, 1
must not forget to tell you that Ray received yet an-
other gold award for his fabulous album “Christmas
With Conniff” in that year.

What an exciting year that was! In the next part of my
Ray Conniff Story 1 will tell you about 1964, which
was similarly interesting. Wait and see! Until then all
the very best to you,

Serge Elhaik

Please check out the special entry on page 20
for Serge's book about Paul Mauriat,
titled "Une vie en bleu”.




s Conniff # 1/2003: From Russia With Love

- 12 -

NAHFENbCKHWNA

1 f

T

O O FOBCLICHKA

U BOEM DTHN MUK KON POM,
B ROTOPEH ML QLU TOrPYIKCHLE He THK
NHEIHBHO, COREDINERNO HOTEDINNES oo
nesme o esepry Pan Kowncdx, mve-
HHTOFO @M PEATCHOTU KOMIDIWTORG 11
Hb'ﬂ}nmtmmu\‘. O YMED B CEpRaTIHe OR-
TAGPA B AT A0THeN BEIpRCTS R Gomsae
Can=ilero. Koy saasitan ¢ taxumn
HUTAMI, Kak e Consrpa, Jimomim
Marue, Fadi My, Jisomn Poil; emne
DOSTHLETYIO CINBY £y TPHHECHT COMbibiE
WOTEE 60 CBoM OpkecTpon, ., 30 60 et
THOPSECKON s on samean datee 100
AALOOMOR N Anse ooy san Gran
MYSHIKY | AMCPHERHCKOMY
Atmaroe . Poii sootnge
KO HBHE HaabOnee ARTyaasi s nac
STJLASTCH BOT OT0 OCOBEHHNCTE: BH

N PEARIK JHOReH, KOTOpLIe yae

ATl MYSLIKY U MEDUOH S
Honmmig o0maman VIDIRATRor cnocot-
HOCTEI HBAUVIETL, YOHITE HEKIH ofne-
MHDOB0H MYIRIRILTHHBUL KIMERTON, #OT0-
Pt ESBIFAL OIS ¥ Thant-
CIBO CAVLITCACiL
B caere -

L5

Poan Konnudda,

CHEAHIX CODLINTE 270 KEYCCTRO CIBA S0 HE

1L, T80 KITRUTBIN AT
CHLTE [REMETREBASCR 1A POTHDOOOC TRV -
HLME BRI, WHAAETCH I
NECRY AL TYPHGBI CTRILRPT, Koo
TIERCTESTHAE YL COBCEHUTEHIN TYTIC BT
LIT0H BOCMY ATHIGMY B R RO TI C-
CTDEATNG BEPHOTN DCTUTHICCKIN ROUCTARTHL
Fnobanssaliin BadaTach ¢ rpyGor, mo-
TaALHUTG BTORHEHIL B HATIY HG3Hb He-
JROEH 1B ORI EOH KV ARTYPSL, G6rra.
CTIOCONIE MOREICHINE DHOT Craiapt
AT 11 TTPHHIBITY MEXSAHEHCCROT
pn, ORI — Ja-ad Hero asTo-
FHDCRH TTPOTCXDN NOBAIUBAHHE

164 HEH AT
PRCIECIGI JI, — Hi Gl

MOM A
MO R TR
Paanpan Des 5T0R KySALTYPb] B
OHIL CORCEHITCHI M STy eT
THMAHME apyrom — onge v
SUBeRE: DO, 110 TG
31— e eanne, ORI BOeIn, S0 a0
A0 aTOrD ViKe Gt i 0
106 T ETLIMET M O
STTATIEIH OO BN

Pt Konrmids ¢

TV PHON SCHERaETo!

i s £ SITELIT=

Kk MOGRHG CHHTH KM

HBiX Kyanryp. Cons ABCTBOM T0-
My aakhoMt < Podi Konmdup o
Mexcuwes (Anoun, pa Uanafinx, s

Tepmrmnn it u) Crepasazatia Ro-
i GBLI0 HMeHHO B )
TTPH NOMOLT THATAUTEN §
POBKE CACIITL HALMUH
aiogpins OBLLAMIL Gomeskino
neex. Konnnixd ne cireaaa oco-
(ibIX OLRDLIILT B MySne, o o=
FOSEAIA 70 OPKeCTPORKAM CTy-
TUATCL SO00T] HALHMORBITEHOCTIL
”1]:1} T BOAAUECHOCTS  0AH-
TTE, TOHATE CORBSPIIVHHD HEdD
wonttai serepuan. Kag Konmadd
oo AocTiia? Crcn, ipocm. ae-
TATOMAD BEAAAETLCA B 3
oluiekKy maacTanin < Padt

rnobanmcTa

yenosexa___

Mockmes. Ha thororpachms sz,
Kopmehd) monpocty auHBancn i xanamk-
Tep eTpaithl BoT 01 ¢ goMsol ioaenoi ry-
anet no Kpacsol muonaam.. Oum Tame
O TR B0 ST0-TO CONETCROE, YARIGAKNITTA
no-mamencrnl. Rommpds fuot e,
4 HE HAZHAEHHBIN TIOCTON MIDA; 01 Kan
fitt NpeanaraT peisiTa, Jana -
DESY BAHMN KPECHELIC CIOBE 11 MYIBIKY 12
QO IORATHEN ALK, ..

oy GHL1 oiumis 13 saumHa e
apbt casy listening — aerruii ¥
woHia Hl-x, KOra POIANOCE 3T0
AL, MHP ¥7KE BOBCIO NOSTPhIERN

L]

il

SALIR, NOHATHEN GONBUIHHCTEY 106 B
MIEE T b s O Crropekeitien Ho
FGBOPHTH HA FTOM AIBIKE MOT TO0HEG
DT MIUCCHMATLHD TOMC TR
e Heanner,
LIKY COMHERHYIO, (ITTHMICTITHECK VIO,
AHTHBHYK), ROTOPAT HVZAET SHN3HI Tap-
MO | esnien Tro-To B STl Myasike
Dt ot DROMBEHCENX MIOIHEI0D, 1T0-T0
OF RGN, FTO-T0 07 prE-H-podi. M oeme o
HOT REIPOMOHNG VURCTROBLTH HRLIOHAIb~
FRIE MHCTPNMEHTLE TBaiiCRHe N, ad-
PHEQHCESSE BORIT, TROTIHSCCKHE STV AR —
AT MHOITKOG AP BLIKIEAN0 Y O0LIBE-
THaA B JIHK—!III 1'rp: 2 OHLEYLIPEHIE, YT O
NPefnBAeT B MATOHLROM SEMHUN Pa,..
100 31y MYSBIKY MOGKHO GLL0 COMTEAIUTTL
ZORYIIEK WAN [HTH KOKTEILAN NPANKL,
THHLETY WO T FIaeai Tk -

T BEFTPATILAG, MpHRT Misk-

TIOHATHLIT MY

... B Xonomom 1
Foommeche] B pr,
Junise g CopeTe EMY TIp-
CTORD BRIOVETHTS & ALG0M CORPEMETITL
COBETCKHX TIRCHH B CODCTBEHNO ApaikiT-
PUBKE. B 10T COOMMHLIH MOMBHT BIAIMO0T-
womesg messiy s o CCCP Kon-
HIfID OHEHE XUTET OTRASATLCR 0T Kiaon-
CLHEL, 10 HEKTHMECKI BRIDAO, MTO HI
O TIBECH B ATL00NE HE 0T
TONG, WO YiRe BhLI0 K HOHMSHPORIHD C0-
BETCROH 1TECEHHOE SCTRAI0N TEX TeT.

OaHuKD it TOT MOMEHT
DIk I8 T HE EIUTHC TR HHO
CTHRIO ITH OO AALIK C COBUTCRID OG-
LR, or IO 0o ToHeL 1 HACTYTIR

wadpe 174 roaa Pai
1 chrpason « Me-

¢ BAPHANT

o l-“.l}!ljj FF TUINLY, KGR CHOLH [HIHLIG B
FHRGRITTEABIN PCTHCTHAKIICE Y ARHM UL
10 (LT NI FEHEGT KOMDPOMICE M-
THOH MVIBIKOH, HO

BLIM AN IIRAIEIEM, BOTOPL
MGHHD ITUHATS B THHATS 3 COBETCKYI, 1
IIOHCEBTCIYIO, 1 IOVIO PRYTYI MYahi-
K T vy Gl BaCHA NPRILE Par. m

A The above article ap-
peared in a Russian maga-
zine, titled O'OHEK (No.
45 / 4773, November 2002).

€ Club member

Igor Karpov in the studio
of a Moscow radio station.
He co-hosted a couple of
programmes in the honour
of Ray in November 2002.
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Many of you wrote to me that they enjoyed the new column that featured rare record covers.
OK, here are some more items that you may not have seen before:

i = Hisy Csamt, Hiis Clredisntos salf Charlid

LLYWOOD

A Cover of a single from Spain, A I have no idea where this EP

which had “Brazil” on side 1, was released. I found iton the /N An LP cover from Japan.
coupled with “Theme from Swan website of eBay. The title c?ff!'us compt'] af,] by
Lake Ballet” Tracks: The Song From Moulin Rouge, Gigi, album is “Grand Prix

Never On A Sunday, Three Coins In A Fountain

-
-

A Sheet music (“Try a Little Tenderness” and “Lookin’ For Love”), A One of several Columbia Record
as advertised on eBay

Club magazines featuring Ray on the
cover, This is Vol. 5§ No 12

NIFF

e

HHISTIRS

A EP set from Thailand )
A\ The cover of a 3 LP set from Tracks: The 1* and last medleys from A No rain, but Iau%hter:
Mexico. titled “Los Grandes Exitos” e Wish You a Merry Christmas” plus Japanese cover of Ray’s album
3 “Santa Claus Is Comin’ to Town”, from “Laughter in the Rain”

“Christmas With Conniff”

There’s more to come in future editions of s Conniff. Your contributions are always welcome!
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In October, only a few days after Ray had passed away, |
got these lines and the documents featured below from
Doug. He wrote:

Hi Manfred,

a class on big bands. I responded and
provided some biographical information
and included a copy of the Japan video in
case they wanted to show Ray performing.

I get requests for information all the time so
I didn’t think much about it. 1 did forward
the letter to Ray. Given his condition at the
time, I thought it might cheer him up.

In July I received another letter. This time there were
more details. The class was a 4-part seminar titled Ex-
ploring The World Of Music. Ray was the focus of the 4"
part which was offered twice on October 3rd for about
120 people.

I had this information all ready to send to you in late July.
I’m sorry to say it got buried under a mountain of paper
and never got mailed. I did manage to get a copy off to
Ray though and he sent an autographed photo to the
school. This week I received a message from the instruc-
tor Fred Case. Apparently the class was a huge success
and the class will be offered again next year,

I checked the recent newsletter and realized that [ forgot
to mail you the information. The class was offered by Rio
Salado College as part of their “Rio Institute for Senior
Education” Perhaps there are fans in Arizona who would
like to attend in the future.

Take care, Doug

Here is the first letter from Fred Case, dated 12th May
2002:

Doug: I teach a Big Band Class at our local college, RIO
SALADO COLLEGE here in Surprise. Because Ray
Conniff has played such a major part in American music,
we have decided to feature Ray in our heavily attended
class... both his music and history of Ray’s career and life
will be discussed and of course his musical pieces will be
played throughout the class.

With this in mind is it possible to obtain any hand-out
material that we can distribute to each member of the
class...we have over 60 students?

Also can you tell me if Ray’s first three albums, S* Won-
derful, S’ Marvelous, and S’ Awful Nice are available for
purchase and from whom we can purchase them ?

Any information you can provide would be deeply appre-
ciated. Also if there is any additional information you feel
would be helpful for our Ray Conniff Class we are most
grateful. Thanks Doug. Fred Case

Well, when Fred acknowledged receipt of all the material
that Doug sent him, he wrote:

Rio Salado College, 12535 Smokey Drive, Surprise,
AZ 85374 (480) 51 7-8770 = Fax (480) 517-8779
Doug: Many thanks again for all your help with back-
ground and bio material on Ray. We sure hope Ray’s
health continues to improve... such a vital and talented
man that he is... pop music lovers everywhere are think-

ing about him [’m sure.

Several months ago an instructor at a “
college in Arizona contacted me
wanting information about Ray to use in i

To give you some background on the class featuring Ray
it is scheduled to begin Oct. 3rd. I will be the class in-
structor or as it is now called “facilitator”. There
will be a morning session as well as
afternoon class... each two hours long. The
class will open with a short biography
followed by Ray’s early years including his
arranging for Berigan, Shaw, and James and
® then info on his vocal backings. Two audio
selections from his big band arranging days
will be featured to illustrate Ray’s style of
improvisation... Jumpin' On The Merry Go-
Round (Shaw) and September Song (James). The
class will then be brought up to Ray’s great
creative effort with audio selections starting with “’s
Wonderful” probably title song and “Speak Low” (as a
former musician I am absolutely captivated by the Speak
Low arrangement)...a few more audio selections will
follow from various albums. This will all culminate in the
superb video you so kindly sent which I consider one of
the best videos I ever seen.

I have this great feeling that this class is going to be a
knockout and no doubt we will repeat several times
throughout the future semesters. I should mention we
expect about 120 people for this class.

[ need to ask you two more questions: You mentioned
possible other videos available from Europe sources? Are
these contemporary videos i.e. color and with similar
quality of the Tokyo Video you sent me? Also, if it is at
all possible could you forward an autographed photo of
Ray which we would place in our music department.

Thanks again for everything Doug... you have been more
than kind! Again we wish Ray continued recovery and
best wishes always. Hope to hear from you. You may
reply via E-Mail except for photo if available,

Kindest regards, Fred
The course was advertised as follows:

Beginning this trimester, EXPLORING THE WORLD
OF MUSIC is being offered (repeated) in both mornings
and afternoons in an attempt to accommodate a larger
number of you music lovers.

124. Exploring the World of Music Continuing Series 4
seminars 9:00-11:00 a.m. / 1:00-3:00 p.m. Meets Sept 12,
19, 26; Oct 3

“A Pocket Full of Dreams” - Part 1 (focus: Bing Crosby)
/ “A Pocket Full of Dreams” - Part 2 (focus: Bing
Crosby) / “Velvet, Ivory, Brass & Potpourri” (focus:
outstanding vocalists, pianists, trumpeters and some un-
usual instruments in American popular music)

“RAY CONNIFF: 8’ WONDERFUL”
(Seminar 4 - Oct 3)

Musician, bandleader and most notably one of the
greatest arrangers of them all. A true American musi-
cal genius, Conniff’s musical creation combining or-
chestral arrangements with vocal choruses is stunning
in its effect. Fred introduces audio selections, followed
by a superb video presented to RISE by the Ray Con-
niff Fan Club!

Facilitator: Fred Case, professional musician, USC
graduate, big band historian

... and here’s the announcement of the next seminar:
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Exploring the World of Music
Continuing Series 3 seminars
1:00-3:00 p.m. Meets Mar 26: Apr 3. 10

'S MARVELOUS (Seminar 2 - April 3)

By popular demand, Fred repeats his class of last fall by
again featuring Ray Conniff and his orchestra plus The
Ray Conniff Singers. There will be a variation on audio
selections from those presented previously, but the superb
video remains as before... a dazzling visual and audio
display of uncommon musical talent.

Facilitator: Fred Case, professional musician, USC
graduate, big band historian.

Thanks to you, Doug, for promoting Ray’s music. I am
sure the seminar was a knock-out! Who would not have
wanted to attend? Check out their website Web:
http://rio.Maricopa.edwrise/ for follow-up seminars!

FPews of the Past

Does this ring a BELL?

What a coincidence: Earlier in 2002 I tried to find
entries on the Internet concerning Ray and I deliber-
ately misspelled his name “Coniff” and “Connif” and
to my surprise came across the most unusual items.
One of them concerned a website for a duo called
THE BELL SISTERS. (They were famous in the
early 50s, and one of their greatest hits was a song
titled “Bermuda™.) When I studied the respective web-
site (URL: http://www.bellsisters.com/more-about-
recordings.html), I found Ray’s name listed quite a
few times, as well as those of other greats, such as
Nelson Riddle, Al Hendrickson, Si Zentner, Jack Pleis
etc. [ learned from that website that a double CD on
was in preparation for the Jasmine label that had also
released a CD titled “The ‘s Wonderful Ray Conniff”,
featuring vintage material from the big band era. Well,
to make a long story short, later on in 2002, the Bell
Sisters® greatest hits plus other rare gems were re-
leased on the 2 CD set “The Bell Sisters: The ‘Ber-
muda’ Girls - The Original Hits & Lots More
Fun!” (Jasmine JASCD 634).

"The Original Hits

The set also features tracks with Spike Jones, Bing
Crosby and Phil Harris. The recordings with Ray in the
orchestra of Henri Rene (leader: Jack Pleis) are as
follows: Bermuda, June Night (Nov. 12, 1951), The
Poor Whip-Poor-Will (Move Over, Move Over),
Wheel of Fortune (Jan. 24, 1952), Rutza, Rutza
(Hurry, Hurry), Boo-Hoo (March 29, 1952), If’n,
There’s a Ship Comin’ In (Aug. 29, 1952), Piece A-
Puddin’, Hi-Diddle-Diddle (Sept. 22, 1952). Ray
cannot be heard playing any trombone solos, nor is he
given arranging credits, but these recordings are nice
documents of what kind of bands Ray played in in the
early 50s. Surely, this is for the 200% fans who want
everything that has to do with Ray. However, be
warned: This 2 CD set does not list Ray’s name at all.
In order to check out further details about musicians,
locations etc., check out the above mentioned website.

Did you know that Ray performed the theme song of a
TV series titted ARCHIE BUNKER’S PLACE, star-
ring Carroll O’Connor (left)? When
this show was still titled ALL IN
THE FAMILY, Ray recorded the
show’s closing theme, “Remem-
bering You”, which was featured
on Ray’s album “After the Lovin’”
(“If You Leave Me Now” in the
UK). The producers of the show
must have liked it so much that they
asked Ray to re-record his version
for the TV show plus another well-known theme from
that show, titled “Those were the Days” (not the song
from Ray's album “I Love How You Love
Me”).However, the version of “Remembering You”
featured in the show was a little different than the one
on his “After the Lovin® album. Ray also recorded
several jingles for that show, which ended the show’s
segments before the commercials. If you want to listen
to Ray’s rendition of the other song, titled “Those
Were the Days”, a lovely Dixieland-type version,
please  visit this  website:  http://victorian.
fortunecity.com/rushdie/485/abp.html and click on
the link in the middle of this page, have your speakers
turned on - and listen to an ultra-rare Ray Conniff
recording! What a shame this was never released on
any of his albums.

Tributes to Ray on British Radio

I cannot thank Barbara and Les Peckham enough for
taping quite a few tributes to Ray in the weeks after
Ray passed away from British radio. One of them fea-
tured a 1966 interview by Keith Skues, recorded in
London and broadcast on the BBC World Service.
Other tributes ran in the radio shows of Ed Stewart,
Bill Rennels, Grant James / Sue Dougan, Dewi Grif-
fiths, Desmond Carrington, Bill Rennels, John Ben-
nett, David Jacobs, Paul Barnes, Frank Wappat and
Malcolm Laycock.
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entrevista

IP& Criero.
AGRONOMIA
RAY CONNIFF

Uma conversa franca com um velho

maestro que ainda sabe usar a
batuta...

Passaram-se oito horas e
dezessete minutos para
serem percorridos de
trem ,0s quase 500
quilémetros, entre
Brisbane e o coragédo do
Deserto de Gibson, na
Austrélia, onde a
temperatura escaldante
anunciava o desconforto
peio qual passanamos embora estivéssemos em
uma amena manhé& primaveril. A morosidade do
translado ajudou a propiciar uma maior
cumplicidade junto aos poucos e peculiares
companheiros de jornada. Perguntas sobre nosso
objetivo de viagem e piadas sobre os filmes
"Crocodilo Dundee" ndo foram escassas,
demonstrando a simplicidade interiorana de um
povo que néo representa o alto nivel sociocultural
do pais.

Entretanto nossa viagem mal havia comegado, pois
foram necessérios os préstimos de rastreadores
aborigenes para alcangarmos nosso destino, o lar
de nosso entrevistado, que tomava sopa e criava
sapo, em um choupana de sapé, no sopé do Monte
Kociusko, o pico culminante australiano. O rosto
rubro, pela ascendéncia européia, e o sorriso
emoldurado por alvos barba e bigode, transmitiam a
inquietude de uma alma, que em busca da
continuidade de sua obra, negou e renegou a
inexorabilidade da pacata aposentadoria na Flérida,
para um recomego aos 81 anos, num pais estranho,
e ainda por cima, em um local de clima in6spito.
Obviamente que estamos nos referindo & Ray
Conniff, um dos maiores maestros e arranjadores
do século XX, que apesar do bucolismo extremo
optado como modo de vida, ainda exibe alguns
poucos momentos de fama que experimentou,
como um poster fotografado no dia em que
orquestrou a cangéo popular "Balanga Caix&do" no
veldrio de John Fritzgerald Kennedy, o JFK; ou
ainda na premiagéo do Grammy 78, pelo arranjo da
musica "Medo de Avido" de Belchior, encomendada
para encorajar os sobreviventes do acidente aéreo,
que veio inspirar o filme "Perdidos nos Andes".

A simpatia e a nostalgia, presentes em todas as
nossas longas conversas ao pé da fogueira, que
invariavelmente invadiam a madrugada, ficaram
como marcas registradas de um senhor que apesar
de consciente da proximidade do fim de sua vida,
néo teme em desenvolver novas habilidades, tanto
que se matriculou recentemente em cursos de
afinagédo de harpa e neurocirurgia por
correspondéncia. Todas as impressées e

curiosidades sobre t&o importante personalidade
que apresenta fortes tragos de senilidade, vocé,
leitor, confere abaixo, nessa transcricdo de uma
vida que foi, esta sendo e continuara repleta de
atividades, e que além do grande prazer na
realizagdo dessa matéria, causou-nos espantos
dignos de planos econémicos argentinos.
CRIPTOAGRONOMIA: Apds tanto sucesso e
reconhecimento mundial, porque o senhor resolveu
se isolar em um deserto?

RAY: [gargalha] E, realmente tenho que concordar
que ndo foi uma atitude usual, mas ndo me
arrependo n&o. Acho que n&o importa o que o ser
humano faga desde que seja feliz sem prejudicar os
outros.

CRIPTOAGRONOMIA: Tudo bem, mas quanto aos
motivos reais que o fizeram escolher exatamente
esse lugar? Por que ndo Galapagos? Ou o Saara?
RAY: [gargalha] Veja bem, eu ndo cansei da
musica, isso ndo. Tanto que tenho um cravo, um
trombone e uma citara [instrumento hinduj, e até
continuo a compor, s6 que optei por ndo mais
anotar minhas composigdes. Agora tudo flui
naturalmente, a musica se tornou para mim um
fenémeno da natureza. O fato de eu ter escolhido
aqui para morar....

CRIPTOAGRONOMIA: Nao importa mais,
esquecall!

Das milhares de apresentagdes ao redor do mundo,
qual a que foi mais marcante, sera que é possivel
eleger apenas uma?

RAY: Oh, sim. Teve uma em 67, me lembro por
causa da Olimpiada de Munique [que foi realizada
em 72], nos apresentamos em um hospital de
criangas surdas-mudas em Nova Deli, na Austria
[India]. O interessante é que além da big band
ninguém ouvia absolutamente nada. S6 que o som
chegou ao serpentario do hospital. [gargalha]. E
uma naja se encantou com o som, € se apaixonou
pelo nosso trompetista.

CRIPTOAGRONOMIA: Como assim se apaixonou?
RAY: Ela o seguiu até o hotel, e ficou em frente a
porta do quarto dele a noite toda.
CRIPTOAGRONOMIA: E o que fizeram com ela?
RAY: Misteriosamente ela desapareceu [gargalha].
Na manhé seguinte estdvamos todos na delegacia,
por que o trompetista foi acusado de té-la
escondido.

"...6 que durante a contracultura eu
compus o melé do sexo anal..."

E esconder cobras na Suica [India] é crime.
CRIPTOAGRONOMIA: Falando em crime, o senhor
ja teve alguns problemas com a lei, ndo é?

RAY: E, bem, digamos que sim [encabulado,
segurando a gargalhada]. Para mim nunca teve
problema algum, é que durante a contracultura eu
compus o0 meld do sexo anal, s6 que a censura ndo
aprovou, entéo lancei-o mascarado de musica
infantil. [gargalha como se fosse uma atitude digna
CRIPTOAGRONOMIA: Que musica era essa?


































